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Any law dean worth his or her salt will tell alumni and students that it is important for
their school to be “international.” Yet many schools waste scarce resources on
haphazard attempts to be more “international.”

No matter where in the world their offices are located, lawyers, engaged in sophisticated
business practices, need the same fundamental analytical skills to operate successfully in
the global arena. While local regulation of specific jurisdictions cannot be ignored, a
common global model for engaging in transactions and settling disputes is emerging and
driving legal practice in the international sphere. It is based on management principles
taught by the world’s leading business schools such as KAIST and legal principles and
practices that have their root in the Anglo-American common law. And, for better or
worse, these days, negotiations and transactions are most often conducted in English
around the world.

Most law schools, however, remain traditional in their approach to international law.
They treat it as a discrete subject, teaching international public law or comparative law
and focusing on the cases and emerging rules from decisions of courts such as the
International Court of Justice or the European Court of Justice. Some schools claim to be
international because they import international faculty. Others offer their students
opportunities to study abroad for a semester or the summer.

While valuable in some respects, most of these approaches demonstrate little awareness
of the emerging conventions and actual practices of law in the global market. In reality,
the best preparation for global practice is a strong foundation in the basic principles of
Anglo-American law and an understanding of the underlying business objectives and
practices that drive the legal services business.

Though not perfect, American legal education is still highly valued throughout the world
for its relative creativity and its close tie to the emerging set of global conventions. Many
firms and businesses outside the United States realize that, in order to provide value for
clients, young attorneys need three things: a basic understanding of Anglo-American
law, the strong analytic skills, and exposure to American business and legal culture at the
heart of the emerging global conventions.

Yet not all working legal and business professionals can leave their career or personal
commitments to study in the United States for a year or more. That is why Northwestern
Law has developed Executive LLM Programs in Europe and Asia through partnerships
with renowned business schools KAIST School of Management in Seoul and Instituto
de Empresa in Madrid. The programs are designed for lawyers with a civil-law
background who are already in practice and want to continue to work while they earn an
American LLM degree.

Although regulatory barriers to cross-border trade in legal services and legal education
remain high, as in other sectors, the economic pressures will soon be too great to resist
and those barriers will eventually come down. In justa few short years, we have already
seen the regulatory barriers in Europe and Asia fall with respect to legal services. For
Northwestern Law graduates and graduates of our Executive LLM Programs with
KAIST and IE, the opportunities presented by the changes going on in the world and in
legal services are great and growing everyday. [d
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I am the International

Relations and Marketing
- Manager at the Inter

e . \ .
— / national Center. It is my

A pleasure to write to you
today.

John Yoon | =HMEHIE My first impression with

KAIST GSM is that [ am very privilege to be
around a great group of people with warm hearts
and hard working spirits. [ feel KGSM, like the
rest of the Korea, is very dynamic and going

through a very positive change for the better.

For my brief self-introduction, 1 was born in
Seoul, Korea and went to T'oronto, Canada when I
was one year old. | was raised and fully educated
including my undergraduate degree in Psychology
from York University in Toronto. | have come
back to Seoul in 1999, excluding some trips back

and forth, and have been here ever since.

I hope to get an opportunity to meet everyone of
you God willing and build mutually benefiting
relationships academically; | also completed my
MBA from KDI in 2005, and personally through
perhaps lunches, dinners and other social
gatherings. Thank you for your time and
attention. Good luck in your studies and your
teachings. Come by to the International Center
and introduce yourself anytime. I look forward to
meeting each and every one of you in the future.
Until then--- please stay healthy and much
blessings to you. ﬁ
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