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Traditionally, there have been two models of international education in Korea. First, there was the traditional model best
examplified by Seoul National University. Within this framework, foreigners were expected to learn Korean for a certain
period and then fully integrate themselves into a graduate program.The counterpoint to this was the Yonsei University
model. At Yonsei, students were expected to be able to take graduate level courses in the English language.It now appears
possible to determine which model is likely to be the most successful one. In Spring of this year, Seoul National University
announced it will consider English proficiency as a crucial factor in the hiring of new professors. It was also reported that
the University will make it mandatory for all classes to proceed in English in 5 or 10 years. Although this seems very difficult
to believe, it seems quite clear that Seoul National University is going to make English a bigger part of all its programs in
the future.

This has to be viewed within the context of the moves made by other universities to increase the English quotient of both
students and professors. The Seoul Campus of the Hankuk University of Foreign Studies will recruit 116 students with
over 820 points in TOEIC, 570 in TOEFL,or more than161 on its own Foreign Language Efficiency Examination. Kyunghee
University will also admit 190 students who have high English scores. Korea University is planning to recruit 167applicants
with high capabilities in specific fields including the English language.

There are far too many universities to specifically name, which are following similar guidelines in admission criteria.
However, just looking at the above three universities, each of which is in KAIST's neighborhood, is sufficient to show just
how much more important English is becoming in academia in this country.

To be sure, it is essential to acknowledge that KGSM has performed phenomenally well since its founding less than five
years ago. Recently, Asia week rated its full-time program as the best in Korea and the seventh best in Asia overall.
Speaking personally, | can say in all honesty that | am so proud and happy to be teaching here that words cannot fully
express my feelings. In sum, this can be viewed as a debate as to whether the English language is oppressive or liberating.
Therefore, as KAIST decides what to do about English language education in the future, some points seem obvious. Every
other university named above offers full degree programs in English. This is something we might want to emulate at KAIST.
Perhaps a certain number of admissions can be set aside for just such a program. This will not force any student to take
English if they do not want to. So, it cannot be viewed as oppressive. On the other hand, it might be very liberating for those
students who do want to receive their training in such a manner. Long-term, however, it is not clear if such a half-step will
be sufficient. It seems obvious that the Yonsei model is going to prevail. This might well mean that KAIST will have no
alternative but to make English an important component of all its programs. This is the choice that KAIST is going to have
to make. (@
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