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spending a semester in Korea. He wanted to experience something

KAIST Llfe HOldS the AttraCtlon different through the exchange program. He has many Chinese friends

in France, and he knows Japanese culture, since Japanese comics

for FrenChman were very popular when he was in high school. But he did not know

Korea. He felt that he could experience new things in Korea. Also, his
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35 Sfo] WIEIE(ET) 1
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major is both engineering and business, so KAIST was appealing to

him since it has both engineering and business programs.

He has taken many courses at KAIST, including Entertainment Industry

Analysis, IT Strategy, MIS, e-commerce and Korean Business and
2 U7X cylture. He enjoyed the MIS course because the professor, Sung-

Joo Park, encouraged the students to learn by themselves and to try
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Quenhn Thebault is an exchange student from France. He came to
KAIST in February. He is in the Dual degree program at Supélec and
ESCP Europe. Supélec is the French School of Engineering, while ESCP
Europe is an international multi-campus business school located in
Paris, London, Berlin, Madrid and Torino.

Supélec is one of the grandes écoles in France. A grande école selects
students for admission based on national competitive written and
oral exams. France has a unique university education system: French
public universities have a legal obligation to accept all candidates
from the region who hold a baccalauréat, while grandes écoles selects
candidates who have completed two years of dedicated preparatory
classes as well as the national exams. Grandes écoles do not have
large student bodies. However, they have traditionally produced
many, if not most, of France’s high-ranking civil servants, politicians
and executives, as well as many scientists, writers and philosophers.
Some grandes écoles concentrate on a single subject area, such as
engineering, sciences or business.

Quenhn came to Korea to experience Asian culture. Here, he has
started to discover the beauty of Korea. Before he came to Korea,
he only knew a few things about this country: that Samsung, LG and
KIA are all Korean companies. Now, he is more knowledgeable after

to find their own solution. He likes to develop his own logic to find the
solutions. Quenhn said that the goal of obtaining an MBA is networking
and to learn methods to solve problems and to work with people.
Through his Korean Business and Culture class, he learned that
Confucianism had spread through Korea. He learned about the concept
of order within family and society. He was impressed at the importance
of the beer meetings after work. He learned Korean etiquette and
manners.

He has also visited many traditional historic sites. One of the most
impressive places for Quenhn was Gyeongbok Palace. He thinks
that Korean people are very nice and polite. Most Koreans can speak
English, so there were no obstacles when he visited tourist attractions.
He likes Korean Spicy food. His favorite Korean foods are dakgalbi,
ttukboki, Kimchi pancakes, Cheong-ha and raw rice wine called
makgeolli. After staying in Korea, he has started to love Korea and
the Korean language: he is really interested in learning the Korean
language. He has learned lots of things, and has gained a deep
understanding of Korean people and Asian culture. He has had a great
time in Korea, and he intends to stay longer. After graduation, he wants
to get a job in the IT industry, where he can utilize his engineering and
business backgrounds.
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