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| Power Zone

Being a Global MBA Student at KAIST
|rene Choe (CJ America, Information & Media MBA 11)

Q : For a starter, could you introduce yourself and your
career?

My name is Irene Choe and I'm currently working as a Strategy
& Planning Analyst at CJ AMERICA based in Los Angeles. Our
team handles new business development in the US for the
Korea HQ by finding leads/networking, providing data/research
support, and drafting business proposals/presentations. |
also write for CJ's Biweekly and Monthly trend reports that
are distributed internally throughout all our US offices. These
reports are the collection of news and trends that our team
identifies within CJ's related industries, primarily in the Foods/
Food Services and Entertainment/Media sectors. Apart from
this, I'm also assisting our President/CEO, so it has been a
great learning experience.

Q : Could you explain about your role in work? and perhaps
your career goal?

My career goal is to learn all the ins and outs of the business
world so | can carry one out on my own. | actually have a great
love for wine and vineyards! My family grows grapes in Central
California (one of my dad’s hobbies), and I'm hoping to turn this
into some type of business later on. In preparation of that, I'm
trying to learn as much as possible by working in operations
related to the food/beverage industry. Working at CJ has been
great in those regards.

Q : | think it was not easy to decide to study for MBA in Korea
considering you're from US. Why did you choose to go MBA
and especially why KAIST Info & Media MBA?

| did not initially have plans to stay in Korea for longer than
six months. After graduating from undergrad, | took up an
opportunity in the form of a Korean government sponsorship
that allowed me to travel and teach in rural areas of Korea. For
the first six months of my time there, | lived in the countryside
on Ganghwa Island (Z%t=) in Incheon, and experienced my first
big culture shock. | got into a car accident while living on the
island, and | remember not being able to communicate with
anybody around me about what had happened. It was a difficult,
challenging phase of my life, but | was determined not to give
up on a country/culture that would be a big part of me for the
rest of my life!

During the end of my sponsorship, on the day of my actual
departure back to California, | decided to go in for an interview

for a Reporter position at a radio
broadcasting station in Seoul (TBS
eFM 101.3). | was offered a job on
the spot, and decided right then to
go to CA, pack up my things, and
move back out to Korea. It was my
first job offer out of college, so |

was pretty excited about it. During
my time at TBS, | had the chance to interview the former Dean
of KAIST Business School, Ravi Kumar, who was a professor
at USC. Through my meeting with Professor Kumar, | learned
about the Info & Media MBA program at KAIST and decided to
apply. It was a great decision!

Q: How was doing MBA at KAIST ?

It was completely not what | expected, but in the best way possible.
It really changed me as a person in helping me understand
Korean culture better (my family in Korea and parents], make
great friendships with my peers and professors, and learn a new
work ethic and attitude that is very unique to Korean students
(vs. American students in general)! | had a great year at KAIST.
My colleagues were very accommodating and made me feel so
welcome and included despite being an international student. | feel
very blessed to have such a network in Korea. Living around KAIST
campus in Seoul was also a lot of fun... | think Koreans perfectly
define the phrase 'Work hard, Play hard'! :)

Q : Could you give any advice for KAIST students? Especially
who want to get a job abroad?

For those students seeking jobs in the US, my advicee lies in
a cultural factor. I've noticed that in Korea, it is polite to be
humble, speak in turn, and be mindful of those above you, etc.
However, in the US, these nuances are misinterpreted as not
being confident or creative, which are two major traits that
Americans emphasize in their work culture. Therefore, I'd
encourage Korean students to break down their own barriers
and feel free to speak openly and confidently. Speaking perfect
English is not a requirement in succeeding; most Americans
don't speak any other language than English, so it is impressive
that Korean students even know a second language. So, my
advice for KAIST students is to be confident in leading their lives
as unique INDIVIDUALS, and always try to think and act as a
GLOBAL citizen! Thank you.
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